The Bath & District Football League

Code of Conduct

The following Code of Conduct is for use by all member clubs, players, officials and supporters under the auspices of the Bath & District Football League.

All those involved in football under the auspices of the League have a responsibility to act according to the highest standards of integrity and to ensure that the reputation of the League is, and remains high.  This responsibility is above and beyond compliance with the laws of the game, of The Somerset Football Association and the rules of The Bath and District League.

The Bath and District League will act with the following principles, applicable at all times, in all its dealing with those under its auspices.

Community

The Bath & District Football League is a part of the local community for its member clubs. The League will take into account community feeling when making decisions.

Equality

The League is opposed to discrimination of any form and will promote measure to prevent it, in whatever form, from being expressed.

Participants

The League recognises the sense of ownership of all those participating in league competitions, be they players, coaches, club officials, match officials and supporters.  The League is committed to appropriate consultation.

Young People

The League accepts the extent of its influence over young people and pledges to set a positive example.

Propriety

The League acknowledges that the highest standards of financial and administrative behaviour are demanded, and will not tolerate corruption or improper practices.

Trust and Respect

The League will uphold a relationship of trust with all those involved within the League, whether they are individuals, clubs or other organisations.

Violence

The League rejects the use of violence of any nature by anyone involved in the League.

Fairness

The League is committed to fairness in its dealings with all those involved in the game.

Integrity and Fair Play

The League is committed to the principle of playing to win, consistent with fair play.

The League will act at all times in accordance with the rules of The Football Association, The Somerset Football Association and its own League Rules.  Membership of the League automatically binds clubs to the rules of these bodies.

All member clubs of The Bath and District Football League have a responsibility that their Officials, Players and Supporters adhere to the following obligations.

PLAYERS

All Players have the following obligations towards the game, a player should:

· Always have regard to the best interests of the game, this includes when they are publicity expressing an opinion on the game and any particular aspect of it, including those involved in the game.

· Set a positive example for others, particularly the young and spectators.

· Avoid all forms of gamesmanship and time wasting.

· Not use inappropriate language.

· Make every effort consistent with fair play and the laws of the game to help his own team win.

· Know and abide by the laws, rules and spirit of the game and the specific competition rules.

· Accept success and failure, victory and defeat equally.

· Treat opponents with due respect at all times, irrespective of the result of the game.

· Safeguard the physical fitness of the opponents, avoid violence and rough play, and help injured opponents.

· Show due respect to match officials at ALL times.

· Accept ALL decisions of match officials without protest.

· Avoid words or actions which may mislead a match official.

· Abide by the instruction of his coach or team official, provided they do not contradict the spirit of the game.

· Show due respect towards the officials of the opposing team.

· Show due respect to the Interests of supporters of either side.

CLUB AND TEAM OFFICIALS

All Club and Team Officials have the following obligations towards the game, a club or team official should:
· Set a positive example for others, particularly the young and spectators.

· Promote and develop within their own club/team, high regard to the interests of players, supporters and the reputation of the Bath & District Football League in particular and the game of football in general.

· Avoid all forms of gamesmanship, nor promote it within their team.

· Know and abide by the laws, rules and spirit of the game and the specific competition rules.

· Access success and failure, victory and defeat equally

· Always have regard to the best interests of the game, this includes when they are publicly expressing an opinion on the game and any particular aspect of it, including those involved in the game.

· Not use inappropriate language, nor tolerate its use by members of their team.

· Give priority to the interest of the game over individual interest.

· Resist all illegal or un-sporting influence, including illegal or banned techniques or substances.

· Promote ethical principles.

· Show due respect to the interest of players, coaches and other officials of both their own team and that of others.

· Show due respect to match officials at ALL times.

· Accept ALL decisions of match officials without protest.

· Avoid words or actions which may mislead a match official.

· Show due respect towards the officials of the opposing team.

· Show due respect to the interests of supporters of either side.

SPECTATORS

All spectators have the following obligations towards the game, a spectator should:

· Respect the decision of match officials.

· Not abuse nor insult match officials.

· Show due respect to the interest of players and club/team officials from both their own and the opposing team 

· Show due respect to spectators of the opposing team.

· Not use inappropriate language.

· Never attend matches whilst under the influence of intoxicating substances, nor drink alcohol on the side of pitches.

· Always have regard to the best interests of the game, this includes when they are publicly expressing an opinion on the game and any particular aspect of it, including those involved in the game.

· Set a positive example for others, particularly the young.

It is the duty of clubs to insure that all those under the auspices of their club adhere to these responsibilities, at all times.  Failure to do so could lead to action being taken against individuals and/or clubs.

All clubs are expected to adhere to the rules of The Bath and District Football League as expressed in the League handbook, and those of the Somerset Football Association.  Clubs should not try to “evade” or sidestep rules, those who choose to break the rules can and will be punished and may even put their status as League members in jeopardy.

The League expects its entire member clubs to act in a manner that not only satisfies League regulations but also exceeds them.  Teams are asked to adhere not only to the letter of the law, but also to the spirit of the game, so that the good name of the Bath & District Football League in particular, and the game of football in general, is enhanced.

Please remember that the aim of the Bath & District Football League is to allow the participation in, and more importantly, the enjoyment of, junior football for players, club officials and spectators.  If everyone involved within the League at whatever level, embraces the principles set out in this code, we should be able to achieve this goal together, whilst making our League the best junior football league in the country.

My club has read the Bath & District Football League Code of Conduct and is aware of the responsibilities expected as a member club of the League, from our club officials, players and spectators.  My club will adopt these responsibilities, and will endeavour to adhere to them at all levels within the club.

Signed:………………………………………………………………………………………… Chairman/Secretary

On behalf: ………………………………………………………………………………………Football Club

(Clubs should retain one copy of the conduct, whilst returning a second, signed, copy to the League General Secretary, prior to the commencement of the season).

